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Moderate Religious Discourse and Its Role in the Process of Social Control

Hayder Sabr Gaeed

Abstract: This study examines the role of moderate
religious discourse as an effective tool for social
control within society by analyzing the content of such
discourse. Religious discourse is widely recognized as
one of the most prominent and influential means of
public persuasion in the religious sphere. A review of
most existing literature reveals a lack of direct focus
on how religious discourse regulates individual
behavior in society, which constitutes the core
problem this research addresses. Specifically, the
study investigates the extent to which moderate
religious discourse influences and regulates individual
behavior by identifying its key mechanisms of social
control, such as deterrence, encouragement, and role
modeling. The findings indicate that religious
discourse emphasizes the reinforcement of highly
significant moral values, including honesty,
trustworthiness, respect for others, maintaining kinship
ties, and combating corruption. Furthermore, the study
demonstrates that religious discourse is not confined to
theological and ritualistic matters; rather, it performs a
vital social function by preserving moral stability and
guiding individuals toward socially and religiously
acceptable behavior. The study concludes that
religious discourse exerts a significant and distinct
influence on the process of social control, maintaining
this efficacy within societies despite the challenges
posed by the digital age. Finally, the research offers a
set of recommendations, most notably the necessity of
training religious speakers in modern communication
techniques that respect cultural specificities and
balance religious constants with the evolving social
needs of community members.
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