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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the spatial
variation of rural tourism and identify its role in
enhancing the governance of local communities in
Shaglawa District, Erbil Governorate, through linking
spatial and service resources with levels of local
participation and organization. The study adopted a
descriptive-analytical approach using Geographic
Information Systems (GIS), in addition to statistical
analysis to measure the relationships and effects
between rural tourism variables and dimensions of
local governance. The spatial analysis covered 210
tourist villages, while the field study relied on a
stratified sample of 900 respondents comprising local
residents, tourism stakeholders, and relevant
authorities, ensuring adequate representation of the
study population and enabling the application of
correlation and multiple regression analyses. The
results revealed clear spatial variation in spatial
justice, readiness, competitiveness, social cohesion,
efficiency of service distribution, accessibility,
resilience, governance, and developmental feasibility.
The statistical analysis also demonstrated positive and
statistically significant correlations between rural
tourism variables and the dimensions of local
governance, with correlation coefficients ranging from
0.587 to 0.771. Multiple linear regression showed a
high explanatory capacity, with R? values ranging
from 0.630 to 0.724. Digital accessibility was among
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the most influential variables in several dimensions of governance, while
adaptive and innovative capacity emerged as influential factors in other
dimensions. The study concludes that improving spatial efficiency, developing
digital accessibility, services, and infrastructure, and strengthening local
participation can support rural tourism governance and enhance its capacity to
achieve sustainable spatial development.
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Loty QDA M8 5SYL 5 (%69.1) Assty 2lsall 52U Y4 & ((%71.6) Goady dacacssall
Fad X5 (%063.0) il o daws 53 piliall ajss Alae Y5 daws cpn b ((%67.7)
b o e Jdy Lo Sig. = (0.000)3e8 @il 3 clgmses sV zila LigieaSig.
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Y1
ECIEAFS
0.000 & 83.214 | 0.677 @ 0823  0.246 0.231 0.164 0.302 0.171 bl
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Y2
0.000 |101.846 | 0.724 | 0.851 | 0.268 0.239 0.201 0.327 0.148 | geudal) ol
sl
0.000 | 97.184 | 0.716 0.846 & 0.341 0.263 0.226 0.281 0.139 Y3
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