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Abstract: Polysemy is one of the prominent
semantic phenomena in the Arabic language. It is
based on the multiplicity of meanings associated
with a single lexical item, allowing a word to
carry different semantic possibilities when it
occurs in linguistic texts. This phenomenon has a
significant presence in the Arabic linguistic
heritage, particularly in Qur’anic and Hadith
texts, owing to the richness and semantic
diversity of the Arabic language. Hence, the
importance  of  studying polysemy in  the
traditions of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
lies in examining the nature of this phenomenon
and demonstrating how a lexical item moves
from multiple meanings at the lexicographical

level to a specific meaning determined by
context.

This study, entitled “Polysemy and the Role of
Context in Determining Meaning in the
Traditions of Ahl al-Bayt (Peace Be Upon
Them): An  Analytical Semantic Study,”
examines lexical items that have multiple
meanings by tracing their meanings in Arabic
dictionaries, and then  investigating  their
occurrence in Hadith contexts and analyzing

their meanings in the light of context. The study
seeks to demonstrate the role of linguistic and
non-linguistic context, as well as semantic clues
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and contextual indicators, in directing and determining the intended
meaning of polysemous lexical items.
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. It concludes that
understanding the meanings of lexical items characterized by polysemy
in the traditions of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) cannot be
achieved solely through their lexical meanings. Rather, it requires
consideration of the context and the verbal and situational clues
surrounding the lexical item. These contextual elements contribute to
determining the intended meaning and provide a more accurate
understanding of the semantic dimensions conveyed by the Hadith texts.
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