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Analyzing the Role of Ruling Elites in Rebuilding the Iraqi State after 

2003: A Study of Political Transformation and Institution Building 

Assistant Lect : Othman handahal Hussein 

Abstract: 

      Iraq witnessed a major transformation after 2003, 

marked by a change in the political system, which led to a 

restructuring of the political and social structure. Political 

elites, comprised of former opposition parties and new 

forces, led the process of rebuilding the state, adopting a 

power-sharing system among the various components of 

society. Despite the effort to build a balanced system, this 

process faced multiple challenges, most notably escalating 

violence, the emergence of armed groups, and heightened 

sectarian tensions, along with widespread corruption and 

weak governance. Regional and international influences 

also contributed to the complexity of the political 

landscape. Conversely, the role of civil society emerged in 

pushing for reform and enhancing transparency. Studying 

the role of these elites provides an entry point for 

understanding the challenges and opportunities in the 

process of state-building and stability. 
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